A pragmatic critical appraisal instrument for search filters: introducing the CADTH CAI.
To identify or develop a critical appraisal instrument (CAI) to aid in the selection of search filters for use in systematic review searching. The CAI is to be used by experienced searchers without specialized training in statistics or search filter design. Through extensive searching and consultation, one candidate instrument was identified. Through expert consultation and several rounds of testing, the instrument was extensively revised to become the Canadian Agency for Drugs and Technologies in Health (CADTH) CAI. The CADTH CAI consists of ten questions and can be applied by experienced searchers with a moderate knowledge of search filter methodology. The CADTH CAI provides experienced searchers with a means of selecting the search filter that is most methodologically sound.